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in the national sovereignty of some dozens of national States, at a
time when technical progress has made all areas dwindle? Will not
life inexorably impose its claims? Is it not stupid and unhelpful to
oppose the new age because of likes and dislikes, instead of coming
forward to work for it?
For a century and a half everything of the nature of planning,
ordering, centralization, standardization, concentration has been
regarded as progress and modernism, in contrast with the back-
ward, unorganized, traditional elements. How, then, could the
notable efforts of National Socialism, its vast concentration and
centralization, its planning and organizing, fail to impress all
those who have themselves seen the world's inescapable future in
the form of vast rationalized systems? Hitler's racial doctrine may
be silly and contemptible, his policy nefarious, his methods of
propaganda absurd; for all that, this man is marching on in the
forefront of this irresistible trend of the times. Surely it would be
well to come to terms with him instead of working against him and
against the times. Unquestionably this argument is used in
various quarters, and highly intelligent quarters at that.
This does not exhaust the various approaches made by Nazism
in particular quarters. There are the psycho-analysts, who are
impressed by the effort made by National Socialism to liberate
itself from the dark side of civilization. There are those who are
used to thinking entirely in biological terms, and are ready to
recognize that only dynamism is in harmony with the laws of
existence, and that every static order implies an exhaustion of vital
forces.
It is ideas, and not simply facts, that play the decisive part in
this struggle for a new order. The effective elements in the great
conflict are not simply the figures of production, the preponder-
ance in armaments, or the reserves of raw materials. It is ideas,
the ideas here indicated, crippling resistance and spreading
dissension, that have prevented prompt resistance to the Re-
volution and won it its partisans in every country in the world.
But^how, it will be asked, can the Nazi Revolution be set
alongside the great French Revolution, which owed its appeal to
its ideas of liberty and equality? There is, certainly, no comparing